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* Oe * H E. 
Honourable and Worthy 


SOCTETY - 


For Promoting 


Chriſtian Knowledge. 


HE End of Preaching and 3 

T dicating Funeral-Sermons, is 
to admoniſh the Living of the 
Improvement of their Life whilſt they 
have it: Particularly, if the Deceaſed 
hath left any Pattern of Virtue and Good- 
neſs to copy after. The beſt Time to ſer 
forth the Virtues of the Deceaſed in 
their compleat Luſtre, is, when their ba- 
dily Preſence is removed out of our 
Sight, and they themſelves ſet free from 
the Temptations of theſs inferior Objects. 
For having now quitted the Land of the 
Living, together with all the Snares of 
F anity ſurrounding them here, we may 


T 


. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


J rale as full a View of their I ives as poſ- 


ſibly we can, for our own Edification in 
the Duties of Religion, 


I have often wiſhed to ſee a Collection 
of the Lives of the moſt eminent Saints 
in the ſeveral Parties. and Nations of 
Chriftendom, together with their inward 
Trials, ſpiritual Conflicts and Agonies, 
and the whole Practice of Virtue Thins 
in their Life and Converſation, whil 
they were among us: But then they ſhould 
be ſet out in a plain Dreſs, free from ex- 
alted Panegyrical Strains of Rhetorick, 
whereby the Beauty and Purity of ſuch 4 
| Life would be exceedingly ſpoiled and 
disfigured ,, there being many internal 
Graces in the Life of a Chriſtias, which 
do not like at all to appear in any gay 
and taudry Dreſs ;, nay, which lie alto- 
gether concealed from the Sight of 4 
great and flattering Orator. And if he 
ſhould have all the attractive Arts and 
rareſt Talents of ſpeaking and writing 
any Mortal can attain to, and ſpend 
them entirely too on ſetting off the Life 
of a Chriſtian ;, yet would all theſe arti- 
ficial Colours hide but more the native 
Luſtre of ſo noble and heavenly a Jewel. 
There would ſtill be ſomething wanting 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
which ſuch a Writer's Eye and Pen did 
not reach. Thus when our modiſh Wri- 
ters dwell altogether on the Praiſes of the 
Deceaſed, and hardly mention any thing , 
of their Infirmities and Imperfections, of 
their Croſſes, Groans and Complaints; 
they betray thereby their Ignorance abour 
the various Conflicts of a pious Soul, and 
how theſe have their Advantages as well 

4 the ſublimeſt Elevations 5 nay, that 


they are often more uſeful to a feeble 

: and drooping Soul that reads em, than 4 

| long Recital of all the ſpiritual Tranſports 
pe ever could have enjoyed. 
1 Therefore it would be a moſt neceſſary 5 
1 ualification for ſuch a Writer, firſt to I 


h lire over the Life of a good Man, he- 9 
| fore he did offer to write it: Firſt to f 
2 taſte the Work of Converſion in his Life , | 
9 before he did convey it to others by bis | 
, Pen. For then he would not write out of ii 
4 the Sphere of his Knowledge, but from a | 
ng living Stock of Experience. And if the [i 
nd P 5 whoſe Life he draws up, ſhould be 
ife now gone out of his Sight; yet having ſa- 
N55 ved a Copy of it in his own Life, and 
ive this drawn by the ſame Finger roo, I. 
vel. mean the holy Spirit of Gd, be would- 
ting at leaſt be e thereby from commit - 
hich ting any notorious Falſhood in exhibiting 

IR A. 3 the. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. N 


the ſub/tantial Part of the Life of a Chri- 
ſtan, Upon the Whole: The beſt Life 
will boſe a great deal of its Spirit, Va- 
Sour and Radiancy, if it unfortunately: 
Walls under the Management of bad 
Hands. Such an Hiftorian will, for want \ 
ef better Knowledge, pals by the richeſt 
Os, and, having gathered up ſome 
Fragments, be finds on the Oatfide and 
Super ficies, will ſet theſe owt, as if they. 
were the miſt cfſential Fagredients of 
Chriſtianity. Net to mention here, hom N 
lach a Mriter will be apt to give a hand. 
inne Turn to the hobleſt Strokes of the He 
Life he writeth, in order ta male it fa 
dure his own particular Temper and 
AManners. For as the cleareſt Water will 


contralt an ill Savour from the Nature of 

the dijjering Soils through which it paſ- l 

ferh-;, 60 will the beſt Life be leavened, 1 

by ee 9 ing through the Head and Hands | # 

„%, a ſuperficial Liver. 1 

The DISCOURSE, | 0 

47 

Gentlemen, 1 

male bold to dedicate to Tour Ho- Vr 

nourable BODY, 1s occaſi oned by the ce 
Death of your and my 5 Ar. 


HENRY WILL 1AM LUDOLF, | « 


nom tranſlated into the Regions of the 
Bleſ- 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. . 
1 Bleſſed. The Hint here premiſed, as it | 
is not altogether uſeleſs ; ſo it is, I think, 
nat altogether foreign to the Di ſcourſe 
following. Not as if this was deſigned to 
be an Account of the Liſe of the Decea- 
ſed; but becauſe I had my Thoughts fixed 
upon this Method even in that little 
which rs ſaid of him, particularly in the 
| latter part of the Sermon. I would have 
| LUDOLF read even in theſe few Paſ-' 
| ſages I have inſerted here About his Liſe, 
! Labours, and dying Hours. As he was 
p in ſome Reſpelt related to Your SOCIETY, 
| ſo I found my ſelf obliged, on ſeveral Ac- 
= _ to offer this Diſcourſe to your Pe- 
r uſal. N „ 
e was about the latter End of the Tear 
1700, ( ſoon after his Refurn from the 
Levant,) when the Deceaſed laid before 
You the firſt Produtt of his Travels, viz. 


: His Thoughts about promoting the 
ſpiritual Intereſt of. the Qrientat 
Churches in 4 more effectual Manner, 
than what hitherto had been attempted. 
His Propoſals have not been altogether 

„ Þ fruitleſs. They were not only kindly re- 

ls ceived when offered to your Eonſtderati-- 

„„ enz; but he himſelf was ſoon after choſen 

z 1 Correſponding Member of your So- 

4 ciety, and thereby entitled to. a Liberty, 


"4 4. 2 


1 Ann 
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te acquaint Tou at times with ſuch things, 
as had a Relation to the Concerns of the 


Churches abroad; and a Tendenty to fur- 


— 


ther your Deſign at Home. 


When in the Tear 1703, he enter'd up- 
on publiſning the New Teſtament in 
vulgar Greek, for the Service of the 
Levantine Churches, many of Your Ho- 
nourable Society gave evident Proofs 4 


their ready Concurrence in a Deſign tend- 


ing to enlarge #he Kingdam of Chriſt up- 
on Earth... The Work was not only gene- 
rally approved of; (and who would be fo 


 ftupidly. inſenſible, as not vo be melted in- 


to Loue and Compaſſion towards a Church 
which once ſhone with ſo heavenly a Luſtre, 


but whoſe Candleſtick is now, by the Judg- 


ments of God, removed out of its Place ? 
And ſhould 588 we fear the ſame fatal 
Overthrom, except we repent?) but 
was highly incouraged by ſome, and more 
effeftually ſeconded by others, | 
Aud what concerns particularly this 
uſeful Preſent of the beſt of Books con- 


ferr'd on the Oriental Churches by pub- 


lick-ſpirited Men in Great-Britain ; # 
Can aſſure You, upon good Grounds, that 
it. bath had ſome peculiar Bleſſings att en- 
ding it. Not only many Souls, almoſt 


ſtarved for. mant of ſpiritual. Food, ( jor ' 
K 7 


. 


SIA ; who, as ſhe beareth 4 prot Re 


ems 
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the Turk, under whoſe Tyranny they: 


groan, lowing no Preſs in his Domini- 


ons, we may find Thouſands: that never 
ſaw thife divine Oracles in their native. 


Language, have had this Book put freely 
into their Hands ; but it hath alſo proved 


the Foundation of another and more im- 


proved Edition, * lately publiſbed both. in: 
the vulgar and original Text, for a far- 
ther Supply of the Chriſtians in the Le- 
vant. This hath been happily effect ed un- 


der the auſpicious Patronage of Her pre- 


ſent Majeſty the QVEEN of PRUS- 


gd to the Churches in the Ea ſhe 
2 y furniſhed the Coſt for this new 


Impreſſion, and thereby endeavoured to- 


anſwer that Royal Law, which leveth 10, 


att in a Sphere moſt ample and univerſal :- 


So that upon the Vhole,. it ſeems as if 


ſome 7 theſe Weſtern Nations. would 
more ſeriouſly lay to Heart, and: more- 


eſfectually ſi 2 the State of 4 Church ſfo- 


dreadfully ſunk from what it was in the- 


firft Ties * the ot f Chris 


! 


a. — b * — 


* See Prof. Franck's Preface to the- 


New Teſtament, prices in Greek.a& 
Had, 1710. 
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At leaſt did our deceaſed Friend live. 
to ſee ſome Motions towards it in ſome 
of the more publick-ſpirited Perſous of 

this Age. I ſay, ſome Motioss : For 
indeed many of his Projects lie as yet un- 
improved for want of ready Hands to re- 
Ace 'em into Practice. And becauſe 1 
mention here his Thoughts about promo- 
| ring the Intereſt of the Church univer- 
| il, I can't but take Notice of one, which, 
If duly applied, might in time be highly 
| conducive towards ſo great and glorious a 
lor as was mentioned before. And 
ig is, the Raiſing ASEMIN ART in this 
or ſome other Proteſtant Country of the 
moſt promiſing Tout h of ſuch Chriſtian 
Vat ions, as have been a long time deſti- 
tate of thoſe Helps which, by God's Mer- 
cy, we freely enjoy; in order to be educa- | b, 
ted in Principles of ſound and ſuſtanti: *' 
al P.ety among us. This would certain- 15 
ty be attended with a Bleſſing from above. | 
For the Youth being thus fetched from * 
their own native Country, and ſent back 
again on the great Errand of Propaga- . 
tias Religion and Piety at Home, could t 
nt fail of Succeſs, after they had imbi- , 
bed the ſincere Milk of the Goſpel among 
ut, and fitted themſelves for ſo important © 
an V:4crtakins, | | | 

Woat X 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| What great Aduantages might not in 
time accrue ta the CHURCH UNI- 
VERSAL from ſo noble a Conſtitution ?. 
It mould be like a ſweet Shower returning 
after fo long a Drought theſe Churches 
have been groaning under 5 It would. re- 
inkindle the firſt Zeal, loſt in a manner in 
this long Night of divine Judgments. * 
And all this would not be without a ſet- 
tled Correſpondence, and a Flux, and 
Reflux, as it were, of the manifold Bleſ- 
fings the Lord ſhould beſtow. on every | 
urch in particular. That innate Hu- 
tred, Averſion, Jealoufie, Contempt, and 
other Prejudices betwixt Nations and 
Nations, whereby the Edification- of the 
Church univerſal is highly obſtnucted, 
„would wear. off, and a Way made for 


brot herly Love and Embraces. Hereby. 
. | the Gifts of every Member would circu- 
late through the whole Body, for the Iu- 
E creaſe and Perfection of both. For, Ah 
1 it is the Property of narrom and envious 
þ | © Spirits, (to apply the Words of an emi- 
5 nent Divine * to the Matter in Hand)” 
2 |© © to think their own Happineſs the great. 
i- er, becauſe they have it alone for them- 

T4 . + ſelves 
no | 3 | 


Arch-Bp. Tillot ſon's Sermon on Aits 
XX. 35. Fol. XI. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
* ſelves: So rhe nob let and moſt he: 
« venly Diſpoſitions deſire that other 
© ſhould fhare with them in it. Of all 
< Beings, GOD is the fartheft removed 
| © from Envy and ]ll-will ;, and the near- 
er any Creature approacheth to him, the 
© farther it is from this helliſn Diſpoſi- 
| © tion. For it is the Temper of the De- 
| ' * © wil to grudge Happineſs to others. The | 
Nature of Goodyeſs is, to diffuſe and 
communicate it ſelf 5 and the more it 
© is commun:cated, the more glorious it is. | 
But whilſt" our Friend would delight | 
now and then in Diſconrſes tending to re- 
' mwiveſuth a Spirit of Chriſtianity, yet was 
he more than convinced of the Difficulties 
thereof in this Age. For, ſaid he, What 
5% ali 8024 Projects ſigniſie in ſo great 4 
| © Scartity of Men fit to manage them? 
The beſt Scheme will miſcarry in the 
Handi of bad Men: And à Scheme 
< tht is but ind: ferent, will proſper in the 
© Hands of good Men. And therefore he 
© wiſhed that thoſe in Authority would ra- 
ther cencein themſelves about educating 
/ good Men, than the framing of good 
schemes: And tha, 1 think, would be 
© the likelinſe May to retrieve the Honour 
* of cur Religion, ſo viſibly degenerated 
% on what it hathbcen, 
I ſbould 


1 


I 


I ſhould now ſay ſomething in particular 
of the Reaſons that induced me to Preſent to 


your Hands the Sermon here annexed : 


But the Honour you ſhewed me, in the 
Tear 1709, byreceiving me as a Member 
into ſo HONOUR ABLE a BODY, and 


ever ſince continued this Kindneſs to me, 


will ſave me the Trouble of making any 


farther Apology for this Attempt. Not 


to mention here your great Candour and 
Condeſcenſion, where with you have ſeconds 
ed ſuch Hints, as, upon Occaſion, have 
been bumbly offered to your Conſideration, 
as not altogether unſuitable to the Deſign 
you are ing aged in. And that the LORD 
world more and more inercale the Num- 
ber of ſuch Labourers, as ſincerely con- 
cern themſelves with you for the Good of 
the Church vf Chriſt, is the hearty 
Prayer of, 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt humble and 
obedient Servant, 


Anthony William Boehm. 
Mat. 


| Matth. XXV. 21. 


His Lord ſaid unto him: Well done 
thow good and faithful Servant ; 
thou haſt been faithful over a few 
things, I will mike thee Ruler over ' 
many things. Enter thou intothe | 

| Joy of th LORD. | _ 
7 S an Apoſtolical Deſcri- 
pt ion ot a true Chriſtian, 
together with the Re- 
ward attending him, 

when St. Paul tells us, Rom. II. 7. God 4 

will render to them, who by patient Con- 

tinuance in well doing, ſeek for Glory, | 

and Honour, and Tamortality, eternal 9 

Life. The Character drawn up here 

of a ſincere Chriſt ian hath ſeveral 

Branches of the gregteſt Weight and 

Importance. Firſt, he aſcribes to him 5 

a good Work, or a Weſ-doing, as our 

Tranſlation hath it: And this good i 


Work he will have proſecuted not 
by Starts and by Stops, but by a pa- 
* N tient 


16 The Faithful Ster ard. ( 
tient Continuance, and an uninterrupt- 
ed Perſeverance or Steddinefs of 
Mind. He then i 

the End to which this daily Work of 
a Chriſtian tends, which he expreſſes 
by Glory, Honour, and Immortality. 
And from thence it is plain, that the | 
Life of a Chriſtian is both active and | 
paſſive. Active, in as much as it ſeeks 
Honour and Immortality; and paſ- t 
| fiveginas much it ſuffers, and by Pa- 7 
| tienceat laſt overcomes all the Oppo- I 
ſitions the Enemy of Souls is wont to 1 
| raiſe againſt the obtaining the End a t 
Chriſtian is in Purſuit after. e Þ 
The active Part of a Chriſtian's Life a 


is expreſſed by Seeking, This ſeek- Je 
ing extendeth it ſelf (1.) to Glory, N 
| (2:) to Honour, and (3.) to Immortali- 8 
| ry. By Glory, the Apoſtle ſeems to 2 
| underſtand the Original Dignity where- t- 
in Man was at firſt created, but M 
| whence he is now degraded by Sin Pr 
and Tranſgreſſion. He was then but In 

a little lower than the Angels, but In 

is now ſunk lower than the Beaſts that x. 


periſh. He was a moſt glorious Mir- 
ror of God, and had his Image ex- 
preſſed 1n himſelf : But this Mirror, 
wherein the Glory of God was moſt 
| SE Won- 
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The Faithful Steward, 17 

| wonderfully repreſented, is now, if 
not entirely deftroyed, yet fo vaſtly 
impaired, defaced, ſoiled and defiled, 
that all the Ideas, Impreſſions and Re- 

_ preſentations it now receiveth of the 
divine Being, are but faint, empty 
and frothy Images, and not a real Com- 
munication of thedivine Natureit ſelf. 
There is no Proportion at all betw ixt 
the Mirror of our Mind, which ts to- 
receive the divine Impreſſion, and the 
Being of God, which is to be expreſ- 
fed therein. And this is the Reaſon, 
that there is ſuch Variety and Multi- 
plicity of Notions, Ideas, Schemes, 
and Conceptions about Spiritual Ob- 
jects. They vary according to the 
Nature of the Mirror which receives 

em. They come up nearer to the 
Original, or fall off farther from it, 
according as the Receiving Faculty in 
Men is leſs or more poliſned, and 

proportioned to the heavenly Object. 
In a Word: This Glory is the original 
Integrity, Love, Beauty and Goodneſs 
ſtamped upon the firſt Man, when he tis 
came out of the Hands of the Crea= || 
tor. But this is now loft ; For we all: [- 
have ſinned, and are come ſhort. of the 1 
Glory of God, Rom. III. 23. bal = 
| there- 


- 

1 

t 
. 
＋ 
5 
ft. 
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theretore there is Reaſon enough of 


ſeeking after this ONE Pearl of ſo 


great a Price, and this Treaſure hid 
in the Field, and worth ſelling al we 
have, in order to buy it. 
The other part of this loſt Treaſure 
is called Honour, and ſeems to relate 
to all ſuch Perſons and Things as have 
any Affinity with that great Original 
and Glory a Chriſtian is ſceking after. 
Thus is a vile Perſon contemned by a 
Chriſtianz and he that fearech the 
Lord, and beareth his Image, honour- 


ed; (Pal. XV. 4.) Though the former 
ſhould ſhine bright with worldly 


Pomp and Glory, and the latter ſit 


down with Fob a mongſt the Aſhes, or 


on a Dunghil full of Sores and nau- 
ſeatiag Boiles. The Apoſtle joineth- 
to this Glory and Honour Immortal:- 
ty, to render it full and compleat in 


every Reſpect. This Glory and Ho- 


nour is mcorruptible, and infinitely 
raifed above the fading and tranſitory 
Honour of this World. Here it be- 


Lins, but will be accompliſhed here- 
after. For is not the Love of God 
in Chriſt the chief, if not the only 
Ingredient of the -Joys of Heaven? 
But this for certain muſt begin h 


— — — 2 ; 
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The Faithful Steward. 19 
and continue in an ixcorrupted State, 
( Lebaęia, Eph. VI. 24.) till it be 


conſummated in Glory. 


The Manner how this incorrupti- 
ble Treaſure is to be obtained, is ex- 
preſſed by the Apoſtle by a patient 
Continuance in well. doing. Alas! How 
much do we ſtand in need of Patience 


fox gaining this Glory again The 


Chriſtian's Life in its Beginning, Pro- 
greſs and Concluſion, in as much as 
it is confined to the Church militant 
here on Earth, can hardly fetch a 
Breath without Patience. For as the 
Creſi of Chrift is a daily Companion 
of a Chriſtian 5 ſo he ſtands: in need 
of. daily Patience to ſupport him un- 


der it. And this muſt be a continued 


Patience. Patience begins with the 


very firſt Conviction of the Law, 


whereby the Sinner is awakened into 
a Senſe of his Vileneſs, and of the 
Indignation of Gqd thereby provo-: 
ked: And then ſhe runs with an un- 
interrupted Continvance through all 
the ſucceeding Scenes and Tranſacti- 
ons of this Life, till ſhe bath he- perſełt 5 
Work, Jam. I. 4. and never leaves the 
Soul rill Faith it ſelf leaves her. 


Many” 
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20 The Faithful Steward. 
Many will hearken to the firſt In- 
vitations of Grace, whilſt they are 
attended with a ſweet Taſte of the 
Love and gracious Preſence of God: 
But ſhrink back, when nothing but 
Poverty of Spirit, with an inward Senſe 
of their own Corruption, opens it ſelf 
in the Mind, and Sin begins to appear 
exceedingaſinſul by the Law. Thoſe 
leave the firſt Love with the firſt Taſt 
whereon it was raiſed, Others are 
pleaſed with the endearing Promiſes of 
| the Goſpel: But are unwilling to fo 
| low Chriſtin the Wilderneſs of vari- 
ous Trials and Temptations. Others 
go on whilſt Chriſtianity is in ſome 
4 vogue, even with the World: But 
3 ſtart back when the World frowns 
{ upon it, and the Advocates of Sin 
cry down Religion for a peice of Fol- 
ly and Melancholy. They think then 
| there is 4 Lion in the Way, which they 
cannot overcome, and ſo they give up 
the Deſign betimes. - eh 
All theſe dangerous Relapſes are 
| cauſed by the want of a continued Pa- 
| rence, If they would but hold out, 
| and remain under theſe Trials, (for 
thus much the Greek Word, which we 
| expreſs by Patience, ſignifieth,) they 
[2:4 * would 
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125 The Faithful Steward. 21 
would at laſt triumph over the fierceſt 
Oppoſition, and ſee the Strength of 


the Lord made perfect in their Weak- 


neſs. And this would be the only ſure 
and ſafe way to eternal Life, which the 
Lord bath promiſed to the Man that 


endureth Temptation, and ſo doth not 


fly from it, Jam. I. 12. 


My Beloved! The Reaſon why I 
mind you of this Apoſtolical Sen- 
tence, as introductory to my following 
Diſcourſe, is the Death of Mr. HEN- 
XT WILLIAM LUDOLF, hereto- 
fore Secretary to His Royal Highnefs 
Prince GEORGE of Denmark, of bleſ- 


ſed Memory. He hath been one of 


thoſe few that ſeek Glory, Honour and 
Immortality: Not a Glory of this 
World, which is ſo far from being 
immortal, that it periſheth whilſt it 
is moſt eagerly purſued :' Nor an Ho- 
nour, which is inghe Power of Men 
to give and to take away: But a Glo- 
ry which is crowned with Immortali- 
ty, and an, Honour which is adorned 
with a never-fading and incorruptible 
Luſtre. For this Glory, for this Ho- 
nour, for this Immortality, our de- 
ceaſed Friend hath hgen ſeeling theſe 
many Years And W he now 3 

ap- 
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22 The Faithful Steward. 
| Happily found it at laſt ; ſo he hath 
not found it, but after a continued PA. 
j tience in well-doing. He laboured af- 
ter, and ſuffered for it, and continu- 
| ed ſo to do, till his Patience expired 
1 with his Life ; and he himſelf enter'd 
| into that Reſt, where Patience en- 


— — 


— — — 


tirely ceaſes, but Glory and Immor- 
tality begins in its moſt exalted Luſtre, 


to this great Work, was under a moſt 
afflicting Diſtemper of Body, which 
befel him in England, in the Year 
1691. Hereby the Lord was pleaſed x 
to make farther way for interiour and | f. 
more ſpiritual Operations. Both his C 
Body and Soul were ſhook by this pow- # G 
erful Viſitation, and the ſucceeding y 
Effect hath ſhewn, what a healing F 
virtue this Diſtemper carried in its | 1: 
Wings. It was te him an experimen- 85 
tal School, wherein he began to learn, Al 
not the bare Letter, but a living Senſe; | £0 
not the Shadow, but the Truth of Re- An 
ligion. Tis true, it was then perhaps ch 
but a Grain of Muſtard- Seed, yet had 
it ſome quickening Power, Life and 
Energy in it. It was ſown in Weak- 
neſs, yet did riſe afterwards (to apply 
the 


| 
| 
| 
e 
0 
1 
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| The moſt effectual Call he ever felt | : 
I 
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rection of the Body to this Reſur- 


rection of the Spirit) in Power; and, 


under the ſweet Influence of Heaven, 
grew up into a Tree, which hath 


ever ſince ſpread its fruitful Branches 


far and near. He had ſome awaken- 
ing Convictions ſome Years before 
this, ſtirred up in him partly by ano- 


ther Diftemper much of the ſame 
| Nature; partly by the Labours and 
Sermons of the Reverend and pious 


Dr. SPENER, then Miniſter at Franck- 
fort, and one of the brighteſt Lights 


in the Zutheran Church ſince the Re- 


formation. But the Seed of. theſe 
Convictions, though it fell in a 


| Ground not altogether unprepared, 


yet did it lie hid under Clods and 
Furrows, without yielding any great 
Increaſe, till the Lord was pleaſed to 
add to the 


e a new Viſitation, 
and as it were a latter Rain, thereby 
to ripen the Seed into ſome Maturity, 


and to render the Fruit both more 

choice and more uſe fu. 
As all humane Events ought to be 
improved to their true End; ſo will 
the Death of Friends afford us plen- 
tiful Matter for ſerious Thoughts and 
5 Con- 
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the Apoſtle's Expreſſion of the Reſurr- 


- 
5 ol 
- Fd 
\ _—_ * , 
- mY” 
7 


z 


24 Te Faithful Steward. 


—  — 


Conſideratious. Dying Thoughts are 


never ont of Seaſon: If they can bu. 
fix in the Mind, they will imbitter 


all the Sweets of a profane World, 
and make way for more ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Enjoyments. And there- 
fore 1 am ſo much the more willing 
to preach to the Living on Occaſion 
of a dead Friend, and to remember 
the former of the great Change and 
laſt Conflict ſet before us by the hap- 
py Departure of the latter, "EY 


My Beloved ! This is the Second Fu- 


neral Sermon I preach in this Chappel. 
The Firſt was occaſioned by the Death 
of our dear PRINCE, taken up into 
the Regions of the Bleſſed, in the 
Year 1708. And we are now met 
here again a ſecond time on the Re- 
moval of one of his faithful Servants, 


who is gone after hiq to the ſame 
Place of Peace and Quietneſs, It 


ſeems as if the Lord would gather the 
ripeſt Fruits, and leave the reſt to 
attain a fuller Maturity upon Earth. 
Tis true, one would think, good 
Men could not be well ſpared in fo 
bad an Age: But we are not to chuſe, 
but to learn Submiſſion and . 
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by all the Diſpenſations of Prov1- 
dence ; and dying Thoughts may in par- 
ticular be helpful for ſetting nearer 
home ſo great and difficult a Leflon. 


As I have Reaſon to thank the 


Lord for having accompanied, with 
ſome Bleſſing, the fi-# Funeral Ser- 
mon 1a ſome Hearers and Readers, 
ſol may humbly hope, the ſame good 
Providence will attend alſo this .Dil- 
courſe for a Conviction of Tome, and 
an Improvement of others in the great 
Concern of Salvation; if elſe by a 
patient Continuance in well doing 


they ſeek Glory, Honour and Immor— 
Itality with thoſe that are gone be- 
fore them. 


What the Apoſtle calls here a pa- 


dient Continuance in well-doing, is ex- 
plained in my Text by the Parable of 
a good and faithful Servant, who con- 


tinued patient and laborious till his 
Maſter's Return: And it was then 


Ihis patient Continuance in well-doing, 
was crowned with Glory, with Ho- 
Inour and Immortality. But this leads 
me to the Conſideration of the Text 
lic ſelf; in the diſpoſing whereof I'll 
et forth 
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THE FAITHFUL STEW RD. 
In conſidering of this, PII explain, 


I. The Faithſulneſs of the Stews 
ard; And, 
Il. Eis Reward. 


The Text lays before us, Firſt, 

The FAITHFULNESS of the Stew- 
ard: Well done, thou good and faithful. 
Servant! The Lord, who knows beſt 
what account to give of his Servants 
and Stewards, maketh uſe of Two 
Words, in order to ſet forth the Cha- 
rafter of the faithful Steward. And 
truly we may ſafely depend upon his 
Judgment: For it comes from him 
who walketh inthe midſt of the Seven 
golden Candleſticks, and obſerveth all 
the Motions of all his Servants in all 
the Churches. W hat can be hid from 
him, whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, 
whoſe Countenance is as the Sun, ſhining 
in his Strength, and out of whoſe Mouth 
goes & ſharp two-edged Sword? By the 
Flame of his Eyes he pierces to the 
inmoſt Center of the Soul. He over- | 
ſceth all things, and goes through all Wi, . 
1 underſtanding, pure and moſt ſubtil Jing 
| Spirits, Wd. VII. 23. The Sword pro- Wink 
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The Faithful Steward. 27 
ceeding out of his Mouth, as it hath 
n, two Edges, ſo it divideth all the 
Works of Men, and calls every one 
w- by no other Name than what his 

! intrinſick Nature will allow of. 
Men may often miſtake in their 
Judgment about matters of Religion: 
But here is an Eye which cannot be 
w- | deceived by any Gloſs of Men, ar any 
ful N counterfeited Piece of Religion: 
eſt What he calls good, muſt be really and 
nts | intrinſically ſo : Whom he calls a ſarth- 
wo ful Servant, he may fully depend up- 
ha- on it that he is ſo. Who can caſt a 


nd Miſt before ſuch a flaming Eye, and 
his who can eſcape that Sword which 
um E cuts on both Sides? It ſeparates the 
ven |? Works of Nature from the Works of 
1all race; dead Faith from living 2 
all dead Works from living Works : ; 
rom naked empty Profeſſion from an in- 
re, ward experimental Taſte and Pro- 
ning : feſſion. It divideth betwixt a hea- 
out h Fitheniſh Morality and true Chriſtian 
—y Piety, and it diſtinguiſhes the Fruits of 
the 


the Spirit, from the Obſervances and 
ver- | Duties of the Law. It knowerh who 
h all is ated by a living Principle ſpring- 
ubtil Wing within, and who is moved like a 
pro- Winkling Cymbal meerly from with- 
24108, , B 2 out 


* \ \ Z 4 
SET: : 
* « - 


Nature and inward Conſtitution of 
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out. And who would not believe now 
that he muſt be really a good Servant, 
whom he himſelf thinks worthy of 


ſo eminent a Title? 5 


But to ſet this Character of the good 


Steward (for indeed he muſt be good P 
before he can be faithful) in as full a 


Light as poſſibly 1 can; I think it 
worth my while to enquire into the | 


this Goodneſs, and clear it as well as 
can from the vulgar Prejndices and 
Miſtakes of Men In order to this, 
| muſt ſpeak diſtinaly ſomething of 
a Three/cld Goudneſs under a T hree- 
fold Denomination. One whereof | 
we may call a natural Goodneſs, the 
Second à Legal one, and the Third an 
Evangelical or Goſpel Good nels. | 
Natural Goodueſs, or good Nature, 
45 we are wont to call it, is a certain, 
mild, eaſie and pliable Frame of 
Mind, which maketh a Man abhor the 
bluckeſt aud moſt vilible Pollutions ; 
but doth not hinder him from de-“ 
lighting in the more refined and faſh- 
1n1hle ones. There are ſome Sius 
f [> deep a dye, and of fo ghaſtly a 
Nature, that they carry as it were 3 
Mark of lufamy and Reproach in 
their 
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OW their very Looks and Conntenance, 
nts enough ro frighten one from ever at- 
of tempting them. Any thing of good 

Nature will reje&, with Indignation, 


ſo vile a Corruption, and often abhor 
the very Thoughts of commirring it : 
And yet at the ſame time, whillt a 
fonl and viſible Sin is rejected, ano- 
ther inviſible one may the more free- 
ly flide into the Soul, and get Ad- 
mittance where a more carnal Pollu- 
tion was turned off with Abhorrency. 
And this Sin, though it doth not 
pollute the Fleſh with groſs Defile- 
ments, yet doth it too often puff up 
the Spirit with Preſumption, Pride, 
Self-eſteem, Self -Conceitedneſs, an hypo- 
critical Formality, and an imaginary 
Folineſs, inſt ead of a real and ſubſtan- 
tial one. And if it ſhould happen to 
a2 Man of good Nature to be alſo cried 
= up by others on that account ; then the 
Danger of the Soul increaſeth with 
the Applauſe of Men, and. Sin will 
de leſs diſcerned whilſt it lurks un— 
der the fair Covert of the Approba- 
2 tion of Men, and is hid nnder a Vi- 
Tard of good Nature. Alas! How 
hard 1s it to teach ſuch a Man the 
great Leſſon of Setf- Abborrensy,. of 
38 .- Self 
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Self Denial, of Self contempt, whillt he 
thus flatters himſelf with Self-compla- 
cency, and ſets himſelf down quietly 


to enjoy the Comforts of good Nature 


fo called. 

This Danger is ſtill more heightened 
the more the good. natured Perſon is 
raiſed above the common Level of 
Men. The outward Reputation will 
add a greater Luſtre to his Strict- 


neſs of Life; and good Nature will, 


by its ſpreading Blaze, attract the 
Eyes of many Beholders on all Sides, 
For as People are never more ſubject 
to Miſtakes than in matters of Reli- 
gion; ſo a piece of good Nature, par- 
Licularly in a great Man, will be ga- 
zed on, as if it was the very eſſential 


part of Religion, and extolled, as if 


it was no leſs than the Principle of 
Regeneration it ſelf. A gvilded Ray 


will, for want of a hettcr, be ſet off” : 


as a glorious beam darted forth from 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs himſelf. 
Aud at this rate good Nature is apt 
to breed the moſt dangerous Symptom 
in the Soul; particularly, if ſhe falls 
under the Management of unwary 


Hands, who will bend it which way 
they pleaſe. They may bow ir. up- | 


wards 
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a flexible Twig, yielding to any Im- 


preſſion; and like a piece of Wax, 
which will be moulded and modelled 


into any Figure and Form. 


But whatever Men may think of. 
this good Nature, tis certain, it will. 
never ſtand the Teſt, if it be brought 
to a ſpiriexal Judicatory. For it is 


entirely deſtitute of that Liſe and 
Power wherein the Kingdom of God 


doth conſiſt, 1 Cor. IV. 20. There is 
no intrinſick Sharpneſs and Energy in: 


it; no, not one Grain of that Ma- 
ſtard - Seed of Grace, to which the King- 
dom of Heaven, in its various Ope- 


rations, is compared. For though 
the firſt Conviction of Grace be but 
ſmall too z yet hath it Liſe in it; one 


Conviction of Grace being of a Price 


infinitely greater than good Nature. 
arrived to its ſubliimeſt Height, and 


adorned with all the additional Helps 


of Education, Converſation, and Other: 


pieces of good Breeding, Men are 
wont to beſtow upon it. There is 
ſtill .a great Crookedneſs of Heart in a 


. Man that is «prighe by Nature only,; 


tho? it appears but ſeldom in publick, 
and likes to lie concealed from 
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wards and downwards: For *tis like 
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the Eye of others. Which is a plain 
Evidence, that there is none that doth 
good, {andAo is not good neither) 20 
|. rot one. Humane Helps and Means, 
„ Education and Converſation, may 

| help to file off in ſome degree the 
Rovehneſs of a Temper, and render 
itt pliable, ſweet and faſhionable : But 
I {till the great Work of Regeneration, 
or the Reſtanration of the Soul to | 
the Image of God, is altogether wan- 
|. Ting, and altogether out of the Reach 
1 of all humane Endeavours what ſo— 
[ever. In a Word: good Nature is a 
thing not to be found in Nature after 
l the dreadful Apoſtacy from God, the 
only Source of Goodneſs. 
| But in order to ſee this Perver ſe- 
w refs of Nature, you muſt bring her to 
l a SPIRITUAL Trial and Touchſtone, 
as was hinted before, and by no means 
I conſult the natural Man himſelf about 
1 | the Goodneſs of his Nature. The ga- 
rural Man dealeth now in nothing but 
Images of Virtues, and ſome faintRe- 
F ſemblances of Religion, inſtead of a 
real, ſound and Evangelical Goodneſs | 
and Piety. Good Nature, ſuch as it Þ 


* 


is after the Fall, is become a Salt which 
has loſt its Saltneſs, and therefore Þ 
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muſt firſt be ſeaſoned it ſelf, before 
it can ſeaſon others. Tis true, there 
is a Compliance even in Grace and 
reſtored Nature, which helps to Keep 
up mutual Loveand Friendſhip among, 
Men: But then it is not withont Salt, 
Power, and chriſtian Gravity. Gravi- 
ty mixed with Mildneſs, will guard 
the Soul on.one Hand from a flexible 
Conformity to the profane Cuſtoms of 
this World; ard on the other, from 
a moroſe Untraltbtenel; and Sourneſs 


of-Mind : For neither becomes a Chri- 


ſtian Temper and Conduct. And from 


this, I think, 'tis plain, our Lord doth: 


not recommend his Steward on ac- 
count of his natural Goodneſs or good 


Nature, now ſo much applauded by. 


Men, whilſt they have no Eye to bring 


things to the true and genuine Stan- 


dard- of Scripture and Experience. 


Fhe Second ſort of Goodneſs, is a. 


LEGAL one. This, tho' it hatk 
ſomething in it of Grace, if we take 


this Word in a larger Senſe; yet doth: 


it not at all come up to the Good ne ſs 
ſpoken of in my Text. 
and -diſpoſeth the Mind for receiving; 


in, time ihe true Evangelical Goo: 
nes, 
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4 The Faithful Steward, 
neſs, which alone hath Power to make 
a Man thoroughly good, and thereby 
qualifie him for obtaining the Stew- 
ardihip of the Goods of his Lord. 
The Law ſhuts up the Soul under a 


Spi: it of Bondage and Fear. The Soul, 


w hiſt ſhe is in this State, ers ra- 


tier than afs. And what ſhe acts, 


doth-not come from a free and ſerene 
Spirit; but conſiſts at the beſt but in 
broken Sighs and penitential Groans, 
She feels what Burden ſhe hath laid 
vpoa herſelf by her former Sins, but 
ſeeth yet no manner of means to rid 
herſe}f from it. There is no Ferven- 
cy of Spirit in her Prayers. And tho? 
ſhe doth not grow worſe, yet ſhe feels 
herſelf worſe, even then when ſhe ap- 
proacheth the Lord in a moſt ſerious 


Manner. As her Snpplications mount 


vp in Clouds of various Doubts and 
Perplexities; ſo the Anſwers return 
in a Cloud, i. e. they are fearful, dark, 


doubt ful. Not as if God had any 


thing of Darkneſs in him, who is a 
pure Light; and when he communi— 
cateth himfelf, communicates nothing 
but Light: But becauſe the Soul is 
nat then in a Condition to receive the 
Light in its pure and unmixed Sub- 

5 tance. 
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with a Senſe of Guilt, and toſſed up 


and down by the Clamours of an 
awakened Conſcience, receive the 
Communication of the divine Light 
in its original Beauty, Sweetneſs and 
Perfection? Nay, if the Soul findeth 


any Light ſpringing up within her, 
it ſerves only to diſcover thereby the 
more her own Darkneſs, Wretched- 


neſs, Blindneſs, Emptineſs and Na- 


kedneſs. 


All this muſt be experimentally. 
For that Man is Itill more 


known. Fe 
blind and wretched, that is ſo, and 


yet doth not feel it; and he is more 
naked, that 1s. naked, and yet is not- 


aſhamed, neither of the Nakedneſfs it 


ſelf, nor of the Inconveniencies. ari- 
And now to feel and to. 


Jee all this, is the Work of the LAV. 


And as the Law is ſpiritual, (Rom. VII. 
14.) ſo it requireth ſpiritual Duties 
alſo. It arraigneth the very Spirit, ot. 
Men, and brings all the inward De- 
filements, no Mortal knows of, be- 
Judicatory, where there 15. no, 
Reſpect-of Perſons. whatſoever. Here- 
an impartial Scrutiny is made into the- 
Spirit, Soul, Feen enn, i 

| ' and i 


fore a 
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ſtance. How-can a Mind, clouded- 
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and the inmoſt Drift and moving Prin- 
ciple of all -Aftions. Here the Law 
maketh Sin known, nay, exceeding ſin- 


ful, Rom. VII. 13. It maketh Offence 


abound, Ch. V. 20. It worketh Wrath, 
Ch. IV. 15. It preacheth up Condemnati- 


on, 2 Cor. III. 9. It requireth a perfect 


Love of God, Matth. XXII. 37. and de- 
nounceth Death to the Tranſgreſſor. 
And now judge, my Beloved, whe- 
ther ſuch a one be qualified for the 
Title of a good and fa'thful Servant, 
that finds aud feels nothing! but Sin 
and Unfaithfulneſs, Wrath aud Dam- 
nation? How can ſuch a Man do any 
thing really gocd, whilſt he continues 
under this Senſe of Sin and Miſery 2 
Can he act like a faithful Steward un- 
der this Confinement and Straitaeſs 
or Spirit, ſurrounded with 3 Body ot 
Fin on all vides? But this leads me 
to a Conſideration of that Goodneſs 
which is chicfly intended in my Text, 
and of which we are now to ſpeak 
more particularly. | 


This Goodneſs is a truly practical 
Goodneſs, and the nob'e Product of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. Meldone, good 
nd 'aith ul Servant! Fir Tg ap aad 
the 
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then faithful. Before 1 go farther, I 
hope you may be convinced by what 
hath been ſaid, that neither a legal 
nor natural Goodneſs deſerves the 
Character cfGood , and that neither of 
theſe is hinted at in my Text. For 
as a Man in the State of Nature is 
not worthy of the Title of a good Man ; 


fo under the State of the Lam, he is 
but the way to come at it. 


In the 
State of Nature he can bring forth no 


good Fruit, becauſe he hath no good 


Principle within him: And in the 
State of the Law, he can do no good 
neither, becauſe Sin is, as yet too 
ſtrong and finful, and eWiSinocr feel- 
eth nothing but Weakneſs, Heavi- 
neſs and Indiſpoſedneſs in the Ma- 
nagement of his beſt Concerns. 


But now this good Servant my Text 


ſpeaks of, is altogether for doing 


and. practiſing. No ſooner had he 
received his Talents, but away he goes, 
and TRADES with the ſame, and makes 
them ot her five Talents, Ver. 16. Again: 


at the Return of the Lord, he cometh 
and bringeth other five Talents, ſaying, 


Lord, Thou deliveredſt unto me Five Ta- 
lents. Behold, I have G AINED beſides 
them Five Talents more, Ver. 20. His 


37 


hole 
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whole Life was full of Trading. And 
hereby he wonderfully increaſed the 
Talents committed to his Truſt. But 
after all, muſt he not firſt receive the 
Talents, before he can trade, and by 
Trade improve *em? Muſt he not 
have a ſolid Stock to begin withal ? 
Or, would he not be in "Danger of 
proving: Bankrupt every Day, if he 
ſhould rely barely upon other Mens 
Truſt and his own Credit? The fame 
is to be obſerved in the ſpiritnal 
Steward ſhip, of ſuch Goods and Gifts as 
Providence hath put into our Hands 
eo profit gh” Firſt we muſt receive 
the Gift, then improve it. And 
from whom ſhould-we receive it, but 
from him who hath all Fulneſs dwelling 
in him, Col. I. 19. and who is ready 
to communicate to all who have a 
Heart to receive it? For of bis Ful- 
neſs have all we received Grace for 
Grace, John I. 17. 

It the firſt Gift be but well impro- 
ved, there is another ready to beſtow 
it ſelf npon ſo good a Steward, that 
fo the Talents may increaſe and mul- 
tiply under his Hands. And this is 
the true Goodneſs of the Goſpel, deri- 
ved out of the 2 05 of Criſt. This. 
Goſpel 


* 


The Faithful Steward, 39 
Goſpel bringeth forth Fruit, ſince the 
Day we hear of it, Col. I. 6. From the 


very Day we hear and receive it, it 


begins to work and to be fruitful. It 


doth not lie dead and dormant in the 


Soul, but ſhews immediately its in- 
ward Life, and active Virtue : And 
though this be but in a ſmall Degree 
at firſt, yet will it gather Strength 
in time, and bring forth Fruit, ſome 
Thirty-fold, ſome Sixty, and ſome an 
Hundred. | 

But it is worthy our fuller Con- 
ſideration, how and in what manner 


this ſpiritual Trade, attended with the 


beſt of Gains, is to be begun. Tis 
not here as it is in the Affairs of this 


World, where a bad Man may often 


have what we call good Luck, and be 
found in a good way of Buſineſs, as they 
expreſs it, though he be bad himſelf. 
He that will enter upon a ſpiritual 


Stewardſhip muſt firſt be good, if he 


will do Good. Make firſt the Tree good, 


and then his Fruit will be good alſo. 


Firſt ought the Soul to be ingrafted 
into Chriſt, and then her wild Nature 
will become truly good, ſweet, mild 
and fruitful. Firſt ſne muſt be made 
Partaker of the divine Nature, 2 
” then 


| 
' 
| 
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ten that noble Train of divine Fir- 
Tres recorded 'by- St. Peter (2 Pet. I. 


4, F.) will certainly follow. For 


Chriſt is the true Vine, and he that 
liveth in him, as a Branch in a Vine, 
is anointed with the ſame good Spirit 
wherewith Chriſt himſelf was anoiat- 
etal] en ntt | os 
At this rate the Life of a Chriſtian, 
is rather the Life of Chriſt in him; 
than his own Life. CHRIST is the 


moving Principle of his Life and, Acti- 


ons. Hie liveth, yet nat he, but Cbri ſt 
vet h in him. And all this is done by 
the Priaciple of Faith on the Side of 
Men. By Faith Man lays hold on 
Chrift as his Wiſdom and Righteouf- 
neſs, Sancti fication and Redemption, 
1 Cor. I. 30. By Faith he applieth to 
himſelf the Miniſtration of the Gaſ- 
pel, which gibeth Liſe, 2 Cor. II. 6. 
*Fis this: Cel that bradeth up the 
broken-hearted, proclaimeth 'Liherty 


to the Captives, opens the Priſon, 


and makes every one go forth, and 
cheerfully to work in the Lord's Vine- 
yard. And now; will the Soul, once 
endued wich a free; Spirit, farthſully 
improve again to the Glory of the 
Giver, Whatever ſhe hath: received at 
114 his 
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nis Hands. J ſay, to the Glory of the 
Giver : For before the Soul taſted of 
this Evangelical Goodnefs, ſhe did 
ſeek nothing but her ſelf, She was 
fall. of Self Intereſt, Self- Honour and 
Self- Conceit: But this perverſe Bent of 
the Mind being now rectified by Grace, 
and the Soul inſpired with a ſincere Re- 
gard to the Glory of God in whatever 
ſhe undertaketh, ſhe now begins to 
anſwer the Character of a truly good 
and faithful Steward. 5 8 85 
This Faithfulneſs, as it is one of the 
nobleſt Virtues, and the Soul as it 
were of all heavenly Gifts, ſo it deſer- 
veth our more particular Conſide ra- 
tion. For wherever Faithfulneſs is 
wanting, there the ſublimeſt Gifts, 
Parts, or (as my Text calls it) Talents, 
will prove at beſt but as ſounding Braſs 
and tinklins Cymbals. And again * 
wherever this Faithfulneſs beareth 
Sway, there the ſmalleſt Gift will be 
valued and regarded by the Lord. We 
know what excellent Endowments 
were originally conferred upon the 
beſt of created Spirits; but how ſoon 
they loſt it when Faithfulneſs was 
loſt, which alone had been able to 
protect them from the worſt of Falls: 
| Faith- 
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Faithfulneſs maketh the leaſt Work 
look great, and derives a certain Ly- 
ſtre and Majeſty on all our Actions, 
let em be never ſo mean and contem- 


fon. What is meaner than a Cup of 


ſealed it with an Amen, it ſhall in no 
wiſe loſe its Reward. | 
But to draw the Character of the 
faithful Steward as near as I can, we 
ought to ponder the ſeveral Branches 
ſet down in this Chapter, in as much 


committed to this Servant. 

Firſt then, this Servant freely owns 
the Sovereignty and SUPERIORITY of 
his Maſter, both over himſelf and the 


theſe are entirely to be managed, not 
according to the Servant's, but the 
Owner's Will and Diſpoſition. Thus 


he calls him LORD, who had delivered 
him the Talents, Ver. 20. And Ver. 


F 14. the Servants are called the own 
Servants of this great Man. This, | 
think, muſt needs be one of the no- 
bleſt Characters of a faithful Steward: 
Whilſt he is ſentible of the Sovereign 


ptible in the Eye of An aſpiring Rea- 
cold Water? And yet hath the Lord 


as they relate to the Stewardſhip 


Goods received; and conſequently, that 
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|| Power of bis Maſter, he will do no- 
if thing 
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thing but what is agreeable to his 
Will. He will improve all to the Ad- 
vantage of the Owner, and thereby 


be ſet free from the dangerous Snares 
of Self- Intereſt, which are wont to 


wind themſelves into the beſt of Acti- 


ons. He knows he is but a dependent 


Creature, which ought not to oppoſe 
it ſelf to the Authority of its Maker. 
As ſoon as the firſt Man affected In- 
dependency, by ſetting: up a Will of his 
own ſeparate from the Will of his So- 
vereign, he then proved moſt unfaithful 
to his Truſt, and ſtained Mankind 


with a faithleſs, ſelfiſh and rebellious 


Temper. For though the LORD had 
lodged a great Power in Man; yet did 
he ſtill keep the Sovereign Right and 
Propriety in his own Hands. Man was 
but an Underling, a Steward, a Ser- 


vant that might be thruſt out upon 


any Offence given to the Sovereign, 


Therefore to reſtore Man to the 
juſt Boundaries ſet him by Providence, 


he is now to learn the Leſlon of Self- 


Denial, which was one of the firſt the 
Lord Jeſus inculcated to thoſe, whos 


were to qualifie themſelves for obtain- 
ing their loſt Stewardſhip again. And: 
no ſooner doth the Grace which bring? 

eth 


ET 
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eth Salvation appear, but it reaches to 


deny our ſelves. For 'tis by Self- Denial 


we deliver up again thoſe Rights we 
have taken from our Soverergn, a 


adopted the Property thereof £0 our 


ſelves. 
*This is the Source of al the Un- 


happineſs of Man, to þave a Will of 


his omn; #s the Crown of his Happi- 
nefs conſiſts in having one Wil with 
the Creator. The: Servant, who acts 
in this Subordination, acts in the no- 


bleſt Sphere; becauſe he acts there, 
where he is deſigned to act by diyine 


Appointment. Here he may enjoy a 
conſtant Reſt, Calm neſs and Serenity 
of Miud; becauſe he is there, where 


his great Maſter would have him be. 


Whereas he muſt needs expoſe him- 
ſelf to the utmoſt Miſery and Pertur- 
bation, nay, to all the Tempeſts of this 
World, whenever he'hreaketh looſe 
with the Prodigal from the Subordina- 
tion due to his Father, and withdraws 
himſelf from the unerring Wiſdom of 
his kind Government. Whilſt the 


Steward remains in this ſubordinate 


State, without uſur ping upon his Ma- 


ſter's Prerogative, he hath a ready Re- 


ward for every Work he doth: For 


{0 


| 
| 
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ſo bountiful is our dear LORD, that 
he doth not forget the leaſt Work 
done witha ſincere Regard to his Ho- 
nour and Intereſt, . Whereas all our 
Works are loſt, if the Eye be wicked, 
and the Byaſs of the Mind corrupted 


by ſelfiſh Deſigns and Intentions. And 


here we may firly apply the Maxim 
of the pious Dr. Tauler: God wid in 
no wi ſe be the Reward of an Action, o 
which he bath not been the END. - 


" Another. FP. $2 ach where by this 


Servant expreſſed his Faithfulneſs, was 
his TRADING with his Maſter's Ta- 
lents, Ver. 16, 22. Improvement of the 
Maiter's Eſtate i is a Duty which en- 
tirely becometh a faithful Steward. 
This is to be underſtood of the Im- 


provement of ALL the Talents re- 


ceived, and not of one or other only. 
He that received Feve Talents, gain- 
ed thereby other Five; and he that 
had Two, acquired Two more. Every 
Talent produceth another. Nay, there 
are ſome of that thriving Induſt ry. 
that they will increaſe one Pound into 
Ten wore, Luke XIX. 16. A happy 


Muiriplication indeed! But undoubt- 


edly 
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edly was it not without Toil and La- 
bour, Sweat and Application 

Thus we ſee what an active Life a 
Chriftian's Life is, and how impoſſi- 
ble it is to lie languid and dormant, 
whilſt there is ſo much Work left to 
be done. The Principle of Grace is 
df an active Nature. He that is en- 
dued with it, is like Joſeph, who be- 
ing entruſted with the Government of || the 
Egypt, went out and acted unweariedly 
in the Station aſſigned to him. W hat- ker 
ever his Hand findeth to do, he doth it he 
with his Might : For he remembreth 800 


there is no Work, nor Device, nor Know- YET 
ledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave whither Me 
he goes, Eccleſ. IX. 10. In the Morning the 
he ſoweth his Seed, and in the Evening, he 

with-holdeth not his Hand, Chap. XI. 6. | © 
He redeemeth the Time, and watches bat 
every Opportunity for promoting his t 
Maſter's Glory and Intereſt. He doth Ha 
Good unto all Men, (working in as cs 
large a Sphere as poſſibly he can, and En 
anſwering therein his Maſter's Will) |} ** 
but eſpecially unto them who are of the N 

Houſhold of Faith. As he is active in * 

his Station, ſo he is alſo pruderr, and 8 
giveth every one his Portion of Meat in mY 


due Seaſon, Luke XII. 42. All the Gifts 
he 
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he hath. beſtowed on him, let 'em be 
either Gifts of the Creation, or Re- 
demption, have all a Tendency to one 
and the ſame End, though they may 
at the ſame time move through differ- 
ing Ways and Channels. 

In all this Activity and Miniſtratiol 
of Gifts, he vieweth with one Eye the 
Work he is about ; and with the other, 
the Moving Principle that is within, 
leſt the Singleneſs of his Mind be dar- 
kened by any inordinate Deſire, and 
he himſelf diverted from the Main 
Scope he is bent upon. For as he ne- 
ver deſigns to ſet up for himſelf, as the 
Men of this World do; ſo he keeps all 
the Motions of his Heart | in awe, leſt 
he be led away by any particular End 
diſtinct from that of his Maſter. He 
bath taſted of the wniwer/al and infi- 
nite Love of God; and thinks it a 
Happineſs to act on infinite and im- 
mortal Deſigns alſo. Theſe ſincere 
Endeavours cannot be but attended 
with a noble Encreaſe. The Servant 
in my Text gained as much again as 
he had received: (Ver. 16, 17.) And 
having put his Maſter's Money to the 
Exchangers, (which the flothful Ser- 
vant neglected to do) he received it 
now 
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nom mith Uſury again, Ver. 17. which 
is generally the Crown and Reward 
of a faithful and laborious Servant. 


The Third Character which maketh 
the faithful Steward ſhine with ſo no- 
die a Luſtre, is his READINESS in 
11 _ Elearing bis Account. He came and 
1 brought his Talents, Ver. 21, 22. No 
1 ſooner was he called in, but he appears 
11 to give in an Account of his Steward- 
I | ſhip; and thoſe Accounts he kept al- 
3 ways ready by him. One might have 
1 thought, that partly the long Delay of 
14 his Maſter's Return, (Yer. 19.) part- 
ly the diſtant Country he was gone to, 
(Ver. 14.) would have made him ſu— 
pine and careleſs in the Diſcharge of 
his Truſt. Not to mention here the 
Importance of Buſineſs the Maſter was 
engaged in, which was no leſs than 
to receive a Kingdom for himſelf, if we 
take in the Parable recorded, Luke 

XIX. 12. 1 
But all theſe Circumſtances which 
held his Maſter employed, did not 
leflen at all the Faithfulneſs of this 
Steward. He knew he would certain- 
ly come, though it ſhould be after 4 
lung Time. Nay, the longer he ſtay'd, 
| the 
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Stewardſhip. The wiſe Man tells us, 


the more vigilant was his Care and 
Concern; becauſe Length of Time 


did but draw out his Account into a 


greater Length alſo, and conſequent- | 


ly, there wonld be the more required 


of him. In this he ated quite con- 


trary to that faithful Servant, who, 
by reaſon of his Maſter's Delay, began 
to eat, and to drink, and to be drunken, 
and ſo let looſe the Reins to all man- 


ner of ; Diſorder and Luxury, Zuke 
XI. 45. Herein he acted not only as 
.a fanbful, but allo as a wiſe Steward, 


the Lord joining theſe Two together, 


for rendring the more complete the 


Chai, Fer of a good and truſty Stew- 
ard, Luke XII. 42. 


Another Demonſtration of the 


Faithfulneſs of this Steward is, the 
diſintereſted Mind he all along diſco» 
vered in the Management of. his Ma- 
ſter's Goods. Alas! what is more 
common than the Temptation to Self- 
Intereſt in an Employment of this 
Nature? Whilſt the ſe/fiſþ Begt of 
the Heart is not thoroughly changed 
by Grace, Self-Intereſt will too ſoon 
twiſt it ſelf into all the Affairs of our 
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bad Two, 9 raineth Two more. 


nimſelf. 
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that af Nuit ge f fb hetweb he 
Joixing s of thr Stoner; ſo doth SiH fkk 


cloſe 2 buying and felling, and all 


the Actions relating to the Diſpenſa- 


tion of worldly Wealth and Poſſeſ- 


ſions. © But the Condpet of our Stew 


ard was free from any ſuch Stain and 


Blemiſh. He kept nothing back for 


himſelf, like Ananias, Acts V. This 
ſhews he did not conſult his Intereſt, 
but his Conſcience, in the Miniſtration 

of the Goods over which hè was ſet. | 
He that had received 


- fide Fulents, 
and he that 
And all 
this to encreaſe the Stock of his Ma- 
ſter, and not his own. 


brings other five Talents; 


be only an Inſtrument for advancing 
us Lord's Intereſt, and to negotiate 
entirely for his Maſter, and not for 
All his Actions ſavoured of 


„Sincerity and Faithfulneſs in a moſt 

'*atnple Senſe : And having thus a quiet 
and clear Conſcience within, he is 
ready at the firſt Warning to deliver 


n the Account of his Ste on.” And 
| ſhould 


He lays Stock 
and Intereſt at his Maſter's Feet, with- Þ 
ont any Fraud or Malice. 
truly what we call a Man of a publick | 
Spirit. It was his holy Ambition to] 


He was | 


4a 1 a 


pap. Rnd r AN. we oo 


> Was 
blick 


on to 
ncing 
otiate 
It for 
ed 0 
moſt 
quiet 
he 1s 
eliver 
z. And 
ſhould 


be FailWfal Steward, 5 


| ſhould not ſuch a free, open-hearted, 


and ingennons Temper, be highly ap- 


proved of and rewarded by fo good F 
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and loving a Maſter? TT 
But this was attended again with 


another Character entirely becoming 


a Man of his Truſt and Station. He 


managed his Portion of Goods without 
any Envy of him, who had received 
more; and without any Contempt of 


him, who had received leſs. He that 
had Pave Talents put into his Hands, 
did not deſpiſe him who had received 
but Two: And he who had received 
but Two, did not begrudge him. who 
was entruſted with Five. There are 
no Feuds or Animoſities, no Envy or 
Grudge in this Stewardſhip. How 
ſhould they begrudge one another, who 
actcd all upon the ſame Principle, and 
tended all to the ſame End? Their 
End was no other than to promote the 
Intereſt of their Maſter, by their joiut 
Endeavours. And this is fo far from 
repining and fretting at the Proſpe- 
rity of another, that they mutually 
rejoice, when they ſee another endorw- 
ed even with more Talents than 
themſelves. | 
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For, from whence comes Strife, Bit- 
terneſs, Hatred, Envy, Enmity, Spight 
|| + and Malice? Is not alf this the curſed |} . 
||.» Off-spring of Sef-love, that all-divi- 
Aaing Principle? This is apt to ſet all 
Mankind at Variance, and to expoſe || p, 
the Chriſtian Religion to the Con- g. 
tempt and Scoffs of the very Heathens | 
and Infidels. This helliſh Leaven is 
far baniſhed from this Stewardſhip. | y. 
They all act by that Love which envi- | ty 
eth not, and by that Wiſdom which | +, 
Abhors Strife and Envying. This pr 
maketh the Family of Chriſt cohere] va 
in all their mutual Functions and Of- 5, 
aces. They know the Lord regard- v. 
.cth chiefly, nay only, the Faithfulneſs | by 
of his Servants, not their ſeveral Gifts, Ni 
Parts and Employments. Tis ſaid: ] jn 
Well done thou goad and FAIT HEFUL | m. 
Servant! Becauſe he was faithful and Þ an 
did well, he had now his Patent en-] co. 
targed, and was made Ruler over ma- vf 
ny Things; not becauſe he had many} he 
Gifts, but becauſe he uſed his Gifts to] his 
the Glory of the Donor. Faithfulneſs,Þ - 
if it be conſtant unto Death, fball re- vat 
ceive 4 Crown of Life, Rev. II. 10. vat 
And this leads me to the Second Part] ten 
of my Text, viz, 
E |< — The 


BYt- 
ght 
red 
divi- 
t all 
poſe 


Con- Reward within him: As on the con- 
bens trary, Vice and Malice is even now. 
en 18 attended with inward Torment and 
ſhip. | 
en = ty of it. 
lÞ the 
2 preſſed at the Faithfulnefs of his Ser- 


10. Serum Hie has Reward enough, - 
gard-F whoſe Faithfulneſs is recommended 
ulneſs by no leſs Perſon than the King of 
Gifts, | Kings himſelf. This 1s: partly done 


hich 


ſad : 
[FUL 
| and 
it en- 


many 
all re- 
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The REW ARD of Faithfulzeſs both 


here and hereafter. But this PI] men- 


tion but in a few Words, it being. 
certain, that he who hath the real 


Practice of any Virtue, - hath alſo a 


Vexation of Spirit in him that is guil- 
My Text commemorateth 


great Approbation the Lord ex- 


vant: Weil done thou good and faithful 


in this World, by an inward Teſti- 


| mony of a good Conſcience ; partly, 
and more eminently, in the World to 
come, when all the faithful Stewards, 
T ma- who have confeſſed their Lord here, 


| ſhall be confeſſed by him again before 
ifts to 


ulneſs, | 


his Father which: is in Heaven. 

The Character of this faithful Ser- 
vant, which is here as yet hid under 
various Trials, Croſſes, Con— 
tempt and Reproaches of a vain 


World, ſhall be there fully cleared and. 
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{et in its true Light and Luſtre. What 
matters it, if the faithful Steward 


hath been vilified a while by a pro- 


fane World, if the Lord himſelf will 
then openly declare his Faithfulneſs, 


and own his good Services in ſo di- 


{tinguiſhing a Manner? If the World 
has accounted his Life Madncfs, and 
thought his End to be withont Ho- 
nour, yet can this never hinder his 
being numbred among the Children of 
God, and having his Lot among the 
Saints. There will now be opened 
quite another Scene of Affairs. Many 
who have been here admired like 
good and faithful Servants, will be 
cſtecmed there as meer Counterfeits : 
And others, who have been rejected 
here as the very Filth of the World, and 
the Off:conring of all things, will there be 
publickly owned as the greateſt Snp- 
ports of the Cauſe of Religion in the 
worſt of Times. Things are now 
no more cſtcemed after the common 


Vogue and Current of Men, but ac- 


cording to their true and intrinſich 
Valour and Character. All Coverings 
and Fig-L.caves are here done away, 
and things are repreſented in their 
own Shape, without Paint and Mask. 

Ta Every 
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Every Perſon and Action ſhail bear its 


own Name writ upon it, and appear 


as they be, not as Men have called 
them. In this Day ſhall the faithful 


Steward receive his Reward, and the 


unjuſt Steward ſhall be arraigned and 


brought to judgment. 


.W hat is added in the Text: I wil 
make thee Ruler (or rather: TI ſet 
thee) aver many things, enter thou into 
the Joy of thy Lord, regardeth again 


both this Life and that which is to 


come. He that hath, and well im- 
proveth what he hath, to him ſhall be 


given, and he ſhall have abundance. 
It we apply it to the more interior 
Operations of the divine Spirit, 'tis 
moſt certain, that every Conviction, 
every good Deſire and Motion Will 
multiply under our Hands, and Grace 
will draw Grace after it: But then 


the firſt Grace muſt be fuithſal) im- 
proved, ia order to make way for a 
| ſecond, which will follow after it. 


Thus is the Improvement of one 
Grace a Means to receive another; 
and one good Work will, under the 


gracious Influence of the Lord, in- 


creaſe into many. For though Works 
cannot properly make a Man good ; 
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(for indeed he muſt be good, before 


he can do good) yet they may make 
him better after he hath once a good 


Principle ſet up within him. He 


ſhall receive a greater Meaſure of 


Grace here, and a greater Meaſure of 


Glory hereafter. He that loveth me, 
ſays our Lord, ſhall be loved of my Fa- 


ther, and ] will love him, and will mani- 


feſt my ſelf to him. *Tis true, a ſin- 


Cere Lover of Chriſt hath ſome Know- 


ledge of Chriſt even before he loveth 
him: But then it falls infinitely ſhort 


of that Manifeſtation which will ſuc- 


ceed the Improvement of his firſt 
Knowledge. 'For when that Know- 
ledge which precedeth Love, is but 
ſhallow, cold, weak and mercenary 
then that which followeth, will be at- 


tended with moſt generous Efforts, 


and devote it ſelf entirely to the Ser- 


vice of God, by a moſt publick and 


maſculine Spirit. 


But now, my Beloved, I muſt come 


to ſoine Application of what has been 
faid, to our deceaſed Friend HENRY 
WILLIAM LUDOLF. I think the 


Words of my Text expreſs pretty near 


the proper Character of his Liſe, and 
| * Par- 
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particularly that of his latter Years: 
1 believe he was ſo much the more 


worthy of the Character of a faithful 
Servant, the more unworthy he thought 
himſelf of the ſame. For as it is al- 


ways exceeding dangerous, when Peo- 
ple have a good Opinion of their own 
iaward State; ſo it is particularly in 
this grand Article of Chriſtian Faith- 
fulneſs, wherein ſo very few come off 
with a free and untainted Conſcience. 
Moſt of thoſe that think they have 
done faithfully their Duty, have not 


yet begun to do it. 


J confeſs, it afforded me no ſmall 
matter of Conſideration, when our de- 
ceaſed Friend, in his laſt Sickneſs, de- 
fired me to pray with him, and in 
particular to entreat the Lord for par- 


doning his not having been faithſul e- 


nouah in the Service of God, and of his 


Fellow- Creatures. I thought indeed, if 
| Men of his Character complain of 


Want of Paithfulneſs, what will then 


become of others, who are not near 
ſo induſtrious in the Diſcharge of their 
| Truſt ? I appeal to your .own Expe- | 
{ rience, as many as have been acqaint- 
ed with his Life and Conduct, whe- 
ther he did not, upon any occaſion of- 
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fer'd him, mind the Intereſt of his 
great Maſter? Some have obſerved, 
that all the Diſcourſes that came from 
him, were with nothing more tinctu- 
red than with a continual Exhortati- 
on to Sincerity and Chriſtian Faithful- 
eſs. He knew this to be the only 
way to receive more, and the Neglect 
thereof the only way to loſe all. 

To the Want of this Fairhfulneſs to 
God he aſcribed all the Confuſions 
and Diſorders which now overflow 


the Chriſtian World : All the Animo- 


ſities, Perſecutions, Hatred, Envy, 
Malice, both in Church and State, he 
fetched from the poyſonous Root of 
Self-Love, whoſe firſt Offspring is 
Faithleſneſs. For truly, how . can a 
ManloveGod, whilſt heloveth himſetf? 
and conſequently, how can he be 
faithful to his Maker, whilft he fixes 
the Love due to him upon his own 
Parts, Wit, Learning, Ambition and 
Greatneſs? No ſooner did Man be- 
gin to Jove himſelf, but he proved 
faithleſs, yon know, to the Creator. 
And this, tho' little regarded by Men, 
our deceaſed Friend look'd upon as 
the preateſt Rebellion that ever wah 
| | an 
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and the very productive Principle of 
all other Sins and Corruptions. 


And truly, the Conſequenze which, 
our deceaſed LUD9ILEF was wont to 


draw from this fairhleſs Temper, as 
it ſtands in relation to God, proves 
but too true, when it comes to be ap- 
plied to the diſmal State of Chriſten- 
dom, in this our unhappy Age. For 
whenever he was acquainted either 
with ſome great Revolutions and De- 
ſigns, whereby the leading Men of the 
World overturn one another: Or, 
with ſome ſiniſter Practices, and un- 
der-hand Dealings among the meaner 
ſort of People; he did not wonder at 
it at all, but put People upon higher 
Thoughts, viz. to conſider the Source of 
all this, whereof there was but too much 
in every one: Why, ſaid be, hom can it 


be expect ed a Man ſhauld be truly faith- . 


ful to his Country, or to his Neighbour, 
whilſt he is unfaithful to God? It can- 
not be otherwiſe. And whillt this faith- 
leſs Temper was not rectified by a 
high Hand, he did not expect any 
good from any Man in any Function 
of any Part of the World. 

When one time he heard ſome talk 
of a Project carried oa in a certain 
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Country, for uniting the ſeveral 
Branches of Proteſtants into one reli- 
Sions Form and Way of Worſhip ; 


Vim, faid he, the moſt effectual Way to 


bring about a Union, mould be firſt to 
unite People to God: For certainly they 
would then be readily united among them- 
ſelves alſo. But whilſt that dividing 
Spirit of Self- Love bears ſo gu 4 Sway 
in our Eccleſiaſtical Tranſat ions, we can- 
nt 'pſſibly expect any great and laſting 


Effect from an Attempt of this Nature. 


This Sel/-Love he uſed to call the Sa- 


ranical or Hellifh Princiſle within the 
Soul, and ſaid, it was branched out 


into Self- Intereft, Self-Luff, and Self- 


Conceit; under which Three general 
Heads he thought all the Works of 
Darkneſs might be fitly reduced. And 
what will it fignifie, continued he, to ex- 
change one Opinion for another, and one 
Form of Religion for another: if the cor- 
rupt Bent of the Heart remains altoge- 
ther unchanged, and that Converſion neg- 
lect ed, which is from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God. 

But I need not tell you' what his 


Thoughts were about promoting the 


Intereſt of the Church univerſal, ſince 
they are extant in Print, and may con- 
| nie 
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vince every one of his Inſight into 


theſe matters. As on one Hand, he 
did not endeavour to argue People out- 


of their uſual Form of Worſhip into 
another; ſo on the other, he would 
be very ſparing in extolling one Form 


too much above another. And by 
theſe plain Dealings, *tis true, he now 


— 


and then incurr 


thoſe who are moſt ſhort- ſighted in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Affairs, and meaſure Re- 
ligion not by what it is in its di- 
vine Amplitude, but by what it ap- 
pears to an Eye tinctured by Fond- 
neſs and Prejudice. However, this 
did not leſſen his Eſteem with thoſe 
who view Religion in its eſſential 
Goodneſs, as it was firſt eſtabliſhed by 
Chriſt, and not as it was afterwards 


modelled. by Men. He eſteemed eve- 


ry Form according to its being ſub- 
ſervient tothe Main Scope of Religion; 
which was, as he expreſſed it, That 
the Creator might be glorified again in 
his Creature. And if ſome. Churches 
did pretend to a more refined Model 
and purer Doctrine, he would have the 
Purity of Doctrine ſhine forth in the 
Purity of Manners alſo; and the pri- 

ON : mitive 


the Diſpleaſure of 
ſome in all Parties, particularly of 
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mitive Form improved into a primi- 
tive Faith, Life, Love, Humility, Meek- 
neſs, Patience, Self-Reſignatton, and 
other Goſpe}-Virtues, which, for cer- 
tain, Ought to be as many inſepara- 
ble Companions to a Form of found 
Words, and to an Apoſtolical Con- 
ſtitution. e 1 
Verily, if this Advice was more 
followed by the ſeveral Denominati- 
ons of Proteſtants; they would have 
preſerved more of the Eſſentials of 


Religion, and not parted with the 


Subſtance for a Circumſtance. But now 
whilſt the very Vitals are ſeized up- 
on, and mutual Love with Chriſtian 
Meekneſs, Lowlineſs and Forbearance, 
baniſhed from our Churches; let our 
Pretences be what they will, truly our 
Lives will convince. the very Hea- 
17 thens and Infidels, we are far enough 
from that Church, which is ſar@ified 
and cleanſed, glorious, and without Spot 
or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, accord- 
ing. to the Deſcription left us by the 
Apoſtle, Eph. V. 26, 27. 
How aunple and extenſive our de- 
ceaſed Brother's Charity was, is plain 
from his Travels to theſe Parts, where 


[1 | the Chriſtian Religion took her firſt 


Breath, 


r . moons Los A ood Ge 66 on. woos as fro tw oc co... twoo@ac i. << oaks. tows £3 ca trad . ou +> fat 


The Fuithful Steward, 63 
1— Breath, and where it was propagated 
k- by its Author in its firſt and undefi- 
1d led Luſtre. .it was not an Itch of 
- Curioſity that made him venture up- 
a- on ſo many toilſome Steps, nor a 
1d Motive of vain Honour, to be repu- 
n- ted a great Traveller : But to make | 
ſome Enquiry into the State of the | 
re Churches in theſe Parts, and, by the | 
ti- joint Endeavours of publick-ſpirited {| 
ve Men, to help them. Nor did he ſpend !! 
of much time in rehearſing the Rarities |}: 
he © in the Levant. How often have 1 
WW heard him withdraw from that Fe- fl 
p- ruſalem which is below, to that which Fl 
an is above! How often did he improve 
ce, the Sepulchre which encloſed our {|| 
ur Lord's dead Body, towards framing | 
ur the Hearts of Chriſtians, wherein the | 
da- living Fhriſt is to dwell by Faith! | 
gh At feaff did his Journey to the Rely {| 
ied Land afford him many a fair Oppor- If 
pot tunity to an holy Diſconrſe. The 
d- earthly Canaan, which he had viewed ||; 
the with the Eyes of his Body, proved {|| 
I but introductory to the heavenly, *!' 
de- which is to be contemplated by the 
aln Eye of Faith only. And, bleſſed be 
cry God! he is now, after ſo many tire- | 
rlt ſome Paces, tranſlated to that Canan 
ath, : L „ 
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which is glorious all over, and of 
which Canaan of old, even when it 
was in its moſt flouriſhing and deli- 
cious Condition, was but an 1acon- 
fiderable Type and Figure. 

He would indeed now aad then be- 


gin a Diſcourſe with an account of. 


his outward Travels, yet did he ſel- 
dom end there. He would, inſtead of 
filling Peoples Head with fine Sto- 


ries, nouriſh their Heart with ſome 


inſtructive Directions, and ſilently 
move away into the /piritual Part, to 
which all our Actions ought to tend. 
And in this he endeavoured to copy 
after his Maſter's Pattern, who, 
whilſt he was talking about Facob's 
Well with the Woman of Samaria, 


drew. away by little and little into 


the. ſpiritual Sphere; and laying a- 
ſide the natural Water, diſcourſed 
her about that Well which ſ/prings up 
into Life everlaſting. 

And it ſeemed the Lord had fitted 
him for being in ſome degree ſer- 


viceable to the Church univerſal ; 


ſince he happily continued the Uſe 
of ſo many Languages, tor which the 
Family of the Ludolf 5 hath been fa- 
Tous theſe many Years in Germany. 
But 
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ff But even this Gift did not lie unim- 
it proved upon his Hands. He freely 
Az owned, that as the Knowledge of 
J- many Languages was in a good Man 

an excellent Means for ſpreading true 
2 Chriſtianity; ſo it was a Bane to a 
pf. wicked Man, and a dangerous Vehicle ij 
1 to convey his rank and peſtilent Poy - 
pf ſon to many others. And therefore | 
J- whenever he heard a Man cried up on | 
16 account of his Languages, Parts and || 
y Learning; his uſual Anſwer was: 1 
0 But how doth he improve all this? Nhat 


W Souls doth he bring over to Jeſus Chriſt 
97 by his Languages and Talents? Whoſe 

8 Ends and Iutereſt doth he ſeek, his own || 
4, er his Maſter's? For, ſaid he, a great 


| 

l 

d. uſe doth he make of it? How many | 
| 
| 


to ingenuous Prince muſt, in the midſt of ö 
oo ſo many Servants attending him, needs q 
0 be more pleaſed with him that ſerves: It 


Hp him faithfully, though he be but of the 
meaneſt degree, than with one placed in 
ed the higheſt Poſt and Dignity, but who 
r has at the ſame time his Head full of 
3 Deſigns for carrying on his own Ends ki 
le and private Intereſt, If a Man, ſaid {[ 
he he, did learn all the Langnages of the 
a= World, yet would it ſignifie nothing to 
75 him, unleſs he learned God's Language 
ut | IE * alſo, 
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which is glorious all over, and of 


which Canaan of old, even when it 


was in its moſt flouriſhing and deli- 


cious Condition, was but an incon- 
ſiderable Type and Figure. 


He would indeed now aad then be- 
gin a-Diſcourſe with an account of. 
his outward Travels, yet did he ſel- 


dom end there. He would, inſtead of 
filling Peoples Head with fine Sto- 


ries, nouriſh their Heart with ſome 
inſtructive Directions, and ſilently, 
move away into the /piritual Part, to 


which all our Actions ought to tend. 


And in this he endeavoured to copy. 


after his Maſter's Pattern, who, 
whilſt he was talking about Jacob's 


Well with the Woman of Samaria, 
drew. away by little and little into. 
the, ſpiritual Sphere; and laying a- 
ſide the natural Water, diſcourſed 


her about that Well which ſprings up 
into Life everlaſting. 

And it ſeemed the Lord had fitted 
him for helag in ſome degree ſer-, 
n. o the Church univerſal ; 

ſince he 155 continned the Uſe 
of ſo many Languages, tor which the 
Family of the Ludolf”s hath been fa- 
Wang theſe many Years in Cermaæuy. 

TOY But 


But ev 
provec 
owned 
many 
an exc 
Chriſt 
wicked 
to cor 
ſon to 
whene 
aACCOUIl 
Learn 
But ho 
uſe do 
Souls a 
Eyds F 


or his 


ingenu 
ſo man 
be mo 
him fa 
me ane, 
the hit 
has at 
Deſign 
and p- 
he, 4. 
World 
him, 1 


FI 


ä—üↄümœũͥ—— n ———  —— 


The Faithful Steward. 65 
But even this Gift did not lie unim- 
proved upon his Hands. He freely 
owned, that as the Knowledge of 
many Languages was in à geed Man 
an excellent Means for ſpread ing true 
Chriſtanity; ſo it was a Bane to a 
wicked Man, and a dangerous Vehicle 
to convey his rank and peſtilent Poye . 
ſon to many others. And therefore 
whenever he heard a Man cried up on 
account of his Languages, Parts agd. - 
Learning; his uſual' Anſwer . was: 
But how doth he improve all this? What ., 
uſe doth he make of it? _ How many. 
Souls doth he bring over to Jeſus 5 
by. his Languages and Talents? . Whoſe . 
Ends and. Intereft doth be ſeek, his own 

or his Maſter's? Fer, ſaid he, a'great . 
ingenuous Prince muſt, in the midſt of 
ſo many Servants attending him, needs 

be more pleaſed with him that ſerves, 

bins. faithfully, though he be . but of the, 
meaneſt degree, than with one placed in 
the: higheſt Poſt and Dignity, but who | 
has at the ſame time his Head full of 

Deſigns for carrying on his own End. 

and pri vat e Intereſt, If a Man, ſaid - 

he, did learn all the Langnages of the 

World, yet would it ſigniſie not hing to 

him, unleſs he Warned God's Language 
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| alſo, thereby to converſe with the 
LORD. . * 
Thus did he value every Gift by 


what it contributed to the Main End ' 
of Religion, and not by what. Men 
were wont to call it: Particularly 


was he unwilling to beſtow that glo- 


rious Title of an Ambaſſador of Chriſt - 
on ſuch Miniſters, the main Bent of 
whoſe” Diſcourſes, inſtead of inſpi- 

ringe the Hearers with a Senſe of di- 
vine Love and Meekneſs, too often 
tended to kindle Strifes, Bitterneſs, 
and Animoſities. For, {aid he, an Am- 


bffador of Chriſt ought to repreſent, as 


near as poſſibly can, the Character and 


Witt of bi, Maſter : And how then can 


we call hi Chrift's Ambaſſador, who 


aint bis Character with Actions directly 
oppoſite to the Will and Temper of hi: 
Mafer, ſuiting at the ſame time bis Ser- 
won to the corrupted Taſte of the World, 
which he ſhould endeavour to reſorm? 


For this Reaſon he very much re- 
ſingle Eye in the Di 
charge of our Truſt, and often de- 
lighted in the Greek Word, where 


commended 2 


by the Apoſtle expreſſes the Nature 
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The Faithful Steward. 67 
did ſigniſie a clear, pure and unmixed. 
Sabſtance And this, I think, is very 


expreſſive of the Nature of Chtiſtian 
Faithſulneſs; which, as it is a Gift of 
the Spirit of God, ſo it is then moſt 


noble, when it is moſt free from the 
Droſs and Mixture of natural SELF, 


and keeps up to tbe original Purity - 
: | wherein it firſt proceded from God. 

But alas! How hard is it to obtain 
but in ſome degree this Simgleneſs of 
Mind, and, if obtained at laſt, to pre- 
ſerve it in the midſt of ſo violent 
Times that heſet us on all Hands, and 
will give often a Byaſs even to ſuch 
Souls as were thought to be raiſed 
above the common Corrupt ions naar 
in Vogue and Faſhion! But this our 


deceaſed Friend uſed to place among 
the more Spiritual Judę ments, which 


uſbally go along with the Temporal. 
ones, and will not fail to taint thoſe 


that are not ſufficiently guarded a- 
gainſt them. But then they muſt needs 
de more dangerous alſo, becauſe they 
are more ſpiritual, and ſeize on the 
more interior Faculties of the Mind. 


As I told you before, that a faith» - 
ful Servant ought to trade, and to 


gain with his Maſter's Goods; ſol 
p « | hope 
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6 The Faithful Steward: 
hope I may ſay, without injuring the A" 
Ftuth, that our deceaſed Lidolf was ſible 

induſtrfons to anſwer this Character | 4 


alſo. He was of a Communicative Spi- wilhe 
rit : And ſince he had ſeen mach of | Ages 
the Tranſactions of the World with- - | Dale 
out him, and beſides acquired a good | 19116 
Stock of experimental Knowledge Cy 
within him; his Diſcourſes were dern 
back'd with a double Conviction, and Hance 
| ſov left the deeper Impreſſion in the fragt 
| Mindsof thoſe that heard them. He -the.1 
did not only endeavour to improve aon 
ſuch as were near, but alſo thoſe that Ecol 
were far off. He thought, that the | Mali 
Diſtance. of a; Place ought not to with 
make a Diſtance in Acts of Love and 2 
Charity; and that the Duty of Cha- lowe 
rity was not ſo much to be meaſured the | 
by the natural Nearneſs one Man had ſaid 
to another, as by the ſpiritual Near- . 


neſs he had to God, by being a Mem- with 
| ber of Chriſt. The Church, ſaid he, than 
| 35. 4 ſpiritual' Body, and tis a ſpiritual Hea: 


Tie alſo, which knits all the Members Mee 
together: Aud for this Reaſon a Chriſti- Men 
241 ſhould be as well concerned for the racl 
| remoter Members, as for thoſe which are ably 
| next to him. can 


8 And 
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And to promote as much as -poſ- | 
ſible a Spirit of Univerſal and PÞnpar- 
tial Piety in all Nations, he often 
wiſhed, that ſome Books of the firſt 
Ages were put into the Hands of the 
Vnlearned, in order to give“ em more 
ſolid and impartial Ideas of Chriſti- 
anity. Herein he thought our mo- 
dern Books were too much wanting; 
fince they had for the moſt Part con- 
tracted much of the Corruptions of 
the latter Ages: And ſavouring thus 
too much of a Party, would often-ſour || 
Peoples Hearts with Hatred and 
Malice, inſtead of ſweetning them 
with mutual Love and Charity. - - 
As for the Learned, be eaſily al- 
lowed they were great Readers of 
the firſt Chriſtian Authors: But then, 
ſaid he, They read them generally more 
out of a vain Tich, te fill their Heads 
with Knowledge and a Party- Scheme, 
than with an Intent to improve their 
Hearts in Love, Wiſdom, Humility and 
AMeekneſs. And truly, it contentious 
Men have not ſpared the divineſt O- 
_ racles, but have made 'em ſpeak plau- 
ſibly for the worſt of Notions ; haw 
can we expect the primitive Writers 
mould fare better in fo ſad „ Medley 
BSE | an 
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50 The Faithful Steward. 
and Chaos the Affairs of Religion are bing 


"funk into at this time? They will 
for certain be much more turned in- 


to a waxen Frame, and brought down 


to every new Invention of a 
- Tvperficial Scholar. 


Of thoſe of the remoter times, our 


buſte and 


” 


Friend greatly + valued Macarius his 
 Homilies,' and Thomas a Kempis his 
* Chriſtian Pattern of the nearer Ages. 
He admired the former, on account 
of his primitive Plainneſs and Sim- 


icity, Which was however enliven'd 
by a celeſt ial Energy and Sublimity 


of Thought. He often wiſh'd to fee 

his Homilies publiſhed in all vulgar 
Languages for common Edification. 
Of the latter, he frequently uſed to 
make Preſents to ſuch Souls, as ſeem- 
ed to have ſomething of an inward 
Experience of the Work of Rege- 


\ 


-" neration. 


And becauſe I mention here Tho- 
mast à Nempis his univerſally appro- 
ved Manual, I can't but take Notice 
of the laſt Sentence wherewith this 
 holy*Man concludeth the Second Book 
of this practieal Treatiſe: Therifare, 
ſays he, when thou haſt read over all things, 


und rea through all thing s and 


read out all 
things; 


vlaſion 
ul ati 
Ibeſe 
Frien 
beloy. 
When 

ended 
8 his: L 
-Qbſe1 

dence 
came 


e r 


Ie Fautifal Steward. 5 


bing 5 1 remains th Fun- 


,cluſfion of alla Ne mpft, through much Tri- 
Hul at ion, enter into the Kingdom: of Ged. 

. Theſe. were the laſt Words our dear 
Friend happened to light on in this his 
beloyed Treatiſe, quſt about the time 
when he fell. ſick; and wherewith he 
ended his Reading, and. ſoon. after 
his Life alſo. As he was a watchful 
Obſeryer of all the Steps of Provi- 
dence; ſo when he told me this, it 
came from him with an Expreſſion of 
ſome. Comfort, as if Providence had 
deſign d the Reading thereof as a Pre- 
paration towards the laſt Conflict he 
was now to enter upon. For indeed, 
he now ſtood in need as much as ever 
of ſuch a providential Supply, when 
he was to call over the laſt Time the 
great Leſſon of Patience and Refigna- 

tion to the divine Will. The exqui- 
ſite Pains of his Body, and the in- 
ward Trials of his Soul, required ſo 
ſeaſonable a Relief; and yet it was 
but very ſeldom too he complained 
of any Pain, ſuppoſing, we were not 
ſo much called to complain, gr te ſſfer. 
yort I dare not ſpeak ary thigg-more 


of ihward Te prationg, much lefs of fiery 
T id ſpeak in gn, un- 


ve leſt ſbou 


known 


— D — — - 
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rr W e, or be underſtos act 
at eaſt but by very few. Peopl fram 
have, in theſe Da 8 found out a wa own 
to Heaven fo eafic and ſo free fron their 
Temptations, that it ſeems altogel God. 
ther different from what it was I ved 
times of did, when it was called about 
Narrow, and reached up as fuch by tncen 
thoſe that firſt eſtabliſhed the Chi cred. 
tian Religion. Our modern Chri q a fill 
ſtians have clevefly dropt the harſhequp o 
 Dodrines of taking up the Croſs; 'of ling 
- Mortification, Contrition, Compunction no M 
of an inward Sorrow, am A ſpirit ua Man 0 
Combat, with many more of that Naſempt 
ture, and have modelled Religion afffull-o 
laſt into a Mode, wherein it beginf Cod 
to appear faſhionable, and ſo may ii ſeeriis 
time be lik'd of by the \profands find) 
Worldline that can be. ong 
People will telf*you, it would t Foy: 
a Diſhonour to Religion to draw. it i but 2 
any black and melancholy Colours »I 
and therefore they' have you fi nochit 
down always in a' good Mood, an- infinit, 
de unconcerned, if you be 'burexter lig in 
nally: ſober and righteous. Alas I th Fo 
Word is now overſpread wich ſul 55 
poor and ignorant Wretches! - A 
- thoſe Men-ave utter Seeing ee e 


ä 
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e divider Operations of God, ſothey 


pid frame God into à Likeneſs of their 
Val own Humour, inſtead of framing 


-onf their Humour. into a Likeneſs of 
gel God. And this Image they have car- 


iq ved of God and Religion, they carry 


Ned about with 'em, they bow and burn 
di lncenſe to it, as if it was a moſt ſa- 
hri4 cred Deity, whilſt it is nothing but 
1ri4 a filly Picture of their own Brain, ſet 
ſhequp on Purpoſe, to favour ſome dar- 


; of ting Luſt or other, which they have 


5on[no Mind to part with. Thus will 4 
tual Man that delights in a Froth of ſome 
Naſempty and inſipid Frolicks, be always 
1 afffull-of kind and ſweet Impreſſions of 
ginf cod and Religion. But what he 
y ifſeertis to enjoy, is as faint and img- 
nein as his whole Religion is: And 
though thoſe ſtalen Waters may 'be 
d b&ſweet for a while, yet will they prove 
it in dut z bitter Potion at laſe. 
urs ?Ths true, the Religion of Chriſt is 
ſifnochfag bur a glorious Diſplay of the 
ang tafnite Lqve'of God: But how can Re- 
cterſſigſen help it, if Jou be turned Rebels 
eng Enemies to God, and are deſer- 
{ucfye$iy reptored as fuch by tde divine 
11 w? And yet it is not the Law 

"= 

di N 


Fal makes yon Enemies to God, Sar - | 
- D. 3 


14 The Faithful Steward. 
{ * declareth only you are ſo. Chriſti- | ,.. .- 
. anity is the ſtraiteſt Rule of Life that to b 

ever was: But muſt you fall out with 
the Chriſtian Religion, becauſe your ſtar 


Hearts appear ſo crooked by it, and with 
ſo full of Turnings and Windings ? %, 
Tis your own Fault that there is| man 
ſuch a Diſproportion betwixt your than 
Heart and your Religion ; but *tis ſubn 
God's Mercy, that you begin to ſee Lor 
it. Bring but your Heart into a Con- ande 
formity with your Religion, and then 


there will be the ſweeteſt Intercourſe Man 


betwixt you and your Religion, and] tance 
the Reproof of the Law will ceaſe. Sere! 
_ Chriſtianity is a heavenly Ligbr J of © 
But is it her Fault that you ſee no- enter 
thing by it but your own Darkneſs? © ath 
Will you think it a Diſhonour to], ©! 
the Sun, (to uſe the Compariſon o had e 
a pious Divine) that his Beams throw if Titua 
on a Dunghil, draw forth nothing] n 

but Stench and filthy Vapours? IA rate 
it not rather an Honour to that glo- quain 
rious Body, that it cannot abide any APles 
Corruption, but ſcatters and removes Confl 
it? I leave the Application to your| om 
ſelves, which you will eaſily make neſs c 
If you have any Senſe of what yo but 


are by Name, and of what you uf ff he 


ther t 


nnn _ = l 


ich is the greateſt Honour to the Chri- 


nd | with it. But becauſe Evil dwells 
yon, Religion manifeſts it: And it 
manifeſts it to you for no other End, 
than'to remove it alſo, if you will but 
ſubmit to ſuch. Operations as the 
Lord Mall think fit, for the Removal 
| and Conqueſt thereof. And after this 
Victory you ſhall eat of the hidden 


tbe n ene 
no- enter into a more ſweet and pleaſant 


Our deceaſed Brother, my Beloved! 


had quite another Senſe of theſe ſpi- 


own ritual Tranſactions, than . what we 
ning now generally find in this degene- 
Id lrate Age. As he was long ago ac- 
glollduainted with the two oppoſite Prin- 
any|ciples of Light and Darkneſs, ſo the 
ore Conflict betwixt theſe two was ſo far 
our from being weakened by the Weak- 
neſs of his Body, that often it was 
"| (ee at often 
yo but more inflamed by it, And from 
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to be by Grace, I only add: That it 


ſtian Religion, that 20 Evil can dwell 


Manna; after this Night of Repen- 
tance is paſt, you ſhall enjoy a ſweet 
e. Serenity of Mind; and after the Pangs 
of the new Birth are over, you ſhall 


ughiſthis vou may judge your ſelves, whe- 
igther the Way to Heaven be ſo ver7 
3 OF? © eaſie, 


76 


Jore he is a God of Conſolation; aud. he 


* 
— ——— 


and Reſignation. But there will be 4 
' Time, when we ſhall know him no mare as 


ſelation only. 


munion, to ſupport him under his laſt 
Agonies; as he had done all along 


of Health. And what concerns in 
N 1 the Uſe of the Ordinguces,|t, 


— — — — rn ne 
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£8 


jagination,. would 2 171 us believe. 


owever, ia the midſt of theſe De- and 
{Home he taſted by Intervals the |) 
Hrſt, Eri, of an eternal Victory, R 
Which ma 


e at laſt an End both of 
his Pains and Conflict alſo. „Orezime 


he expreſſed to me a lively Sente 


on Rom. XV. 5. The ſame. Cod 32] vor 
he, who is termed by the Apoſtle. a God 
of Patience, is alſo termed a God. of 


Conſolation. The ſame God who | 
veth Comfort, gives alſo Patience : 12 | 
then he is firſt a God of Patience, be- S. 
manifeſts himſelf as a God of Patience, 
when we ſtand moſt in need of Patience 


a God of Patience, but as a God of Con- b 


Soon a ter he received the Cl 


whilſt he enjoyed. a better Meaſure 


e moved, as it were, in the middleſ i 


ey, avoiding Extremities on both naged 
n Sides. / 


— —— — — ell 


. y as. light and. in6gnificant thivgs ; 
er and on the, other, | 

he | with | thoſe that place the Wh 

Reli ion in the Uſe of Ordigances. 
He, ſaid particularly of the Lori - 
Supper, it was a MEANS to nonriſh up 


war f reſt zit, but. improve the Means 


of Religion. q OH CITEN I EHT. 1, lid 
71-| And truly, if this End, which is 


n the feeding up of the Life. el od in abe 


be- Souls of Men, Was more minded, the 
he] many viſible Diſorders committed in 
ce,| the receiving thereof, would; be viſi- 


uce| bly leſſened. For as the End of this 
+ a|Sacrament is, not to give Liſe, but ta 


e as| feed it; not to make People geod, but 
on · betteß; how, then can they come up 

Ii to the End of this Inſtitution that are 
om · as yet deſtitnte of; Liſe and Grace, and 


laſt} ſa, altogether unqualified for the par- 
ong| taking thereof? How can they be 
ſureſ confirmed, that are not yet raiſed from 


s in the Death of Sin, nor initiammd into 
cen the Life of Righteduſneſs? But this 


a Sides. He blamed thoſe on en 


other, he did che er 
dle of 


the Life of Grace · But then we onght 


. IA 
4 1 3 - A 4 * 
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idleſis too ample a Subject than to be ma: | 


boti|naged here; this ſhort- Hint being: 


des: thought 


* 
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78 The Faithful Steward, 
thought ſufficient to expreſs the'Senſe 


- born December the 20th, 1655. He 


+ Denmark 1686. and after a violent 
Diſtemper that ſeized him, he reſign- 


5 ving obtained the Knowledge of the | 
mo 


ing admitted January 25th, 17%, in- 


„ 

erer 
li 

O 11V 


of our” decaſed Friend in this Point. 
Our Friend is now come to the 
8 Marriage. Supper of the 

amb, whereof he had now and then 
a little Foretaſte, even in the earth- 


Ma 
cet | 
aints 
that 4 
is ho 
onſur 
md S. 
tory, 
men, 


. 
— 
- 


ly Houſe of his Tabernacle: ' He was 


was made Secretary to His Jate Roy- 
al Highneſs Prince G FORGE of 


ed that Employment in the Year| 
1691. He went to Ruſſia 1693, and 
to Smyrna, Conſtantinople, Feruſalem, | 
Cairo, Alexandria, &c. 1698 and 1699. 
He at laſt returned to London 1700, 
where he publiſhed the New Teſta- 
ment in v#lgar Greek 1703. And ha- 


conſiderable Languages, he con- 
ſtantly improved them (together with 
his Tfavels) for the Good of thej 


CHURCH UNIVERSAL, till he ar- 


rived at laſt to his Journey's End, be- 


ro thoſe Regions, where no Heat off 

any Trial is to light on him any. 
more; but where the Lamb, which N 
is in the midſt of the Throne, er Eg 


| ed bim, and lead him for ever un- 
it. to living Fountains of Waters! 


be Fuithfal: Ju tp 79 5 * 
| 


hel May the Lord make us more nit more 
7 eet for the ſame Inheritance of the N 
h- Points in Light, that we, with all thoſe | 


that are departed in the true Faith of 
Te [is holy Name, may have our perfet 
y- onſummation and Bliſs, both in Body | 
of End Soul, in his eternal and everlaſting” 
nt (Glory, through Feſus . our Lord. 
11+ men. | 
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, j 78 The Faithful Steward. 'F 
thought ſufficient to expreſs the'Senſe 


— 
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of our decaſed Friend in this Point. 
Our Friend is now come to the 
glorious Marriage-Supper of the 


Lamb, whereof he had now and then 
a little Foretaſte, even in the earth- 


ly Houſe of his Tabernacle: He was 


born December the 20th, 1655. He 


was made Secretary to His late Roy- 
al Highneſs Prince G'FORGE of 


Denmark 1686. and after a violent 


Diſtemper that ſeized him, he reſign- 


ed that Employment in the Year 


1691. He went to Ruſſia 1693, and 
to Smyrna, Conſtantinople, p̃eruſalem, 


Cairo, Alexandria, &c. 1698 and 1699, 


He at laſt returned to London 1700, 
where he publiſhed the New Teſta- 
ment in vulgar Greek 1703. And ha- 
ving obtained the Knowledge of the 


moſt conſiderable Languages, he con- 


ſtantly improved them (together with 
his Travels) for the Good of the 


CHURCH UNIVERSAL, till he ar- 


rived at laſt to his Journey's End, be- n 


ing admitted January 25tb, 179%, in- 
ro thoſe Regions, where no Heat of 


any Trial is to light on him any | 


more; but where the Lamb, which! 


is in the midſt of the Throne, ſhall |. 


feed 


— 
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feed him, and lead him for ever un- 
to living Fountains of Waters! 


May the Lord make us more and more 


meet for the ſame Inheritance of the 


Saints in Light, that we, with all thoſe 
that are departed in the true Faith of 
his holy Name, may have our perfect 


Canſummation and Bliſs, both in Body 


and Soul, in his eternal and everlaſting 


Glory, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 
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Ih "SERMONS Provchot' Biba reread 


Hu- BO BIHM; 414d Are J-Dowrn- 
in: BartholomewsClefe.- .' :; 
- Ti Life ofa Chriſtian : A Sermon on = 
Occaſion of the Death of his Re 
H net Prince Georg e of Denma Nan ge 


parted, this Life at 4 ee 8 the 
280, 1708. Preactied Royal 
nels's Chappel at St. Jams, wr rhe 26 
7 ws November following. dee q 
The «Glorious Epiplian 90 Senbe n 
F preach'd at St. ames a, * rer Jun. 
17102 Being the Day gf Epiphany, or of the 
19 Maden atzen of Chritt to the 8 es. 
I The Doctrine of Original Sin, ſer ft 
d Sermon preach'd in St. Fames's, on the 34 
| 8 Sunday after the Epiphany, 1711. 
. Spirirual Improvement of Temporal AMi- 
+ Qions ; ; ſer forth in a Sermon preached ar Sr. 
James s, on the 16th of Jan. 17 13. Being the 
1 Pay of the general Faſt and Humiliation. 


n Of True Chriſtianity Four Books. Where 
inis contain d che whole. Occonamy 
towards Man; and the whole Duty of Mar 
towards Cod. Written originally in ch 
Higb Dutch, by the moſt Reverend John 
Arudt, late Superintendent · General of Lu- 
nebourg. Now done into Engliſh, Part I, 
| N. B. This Book was given away at the Fune- 
ral of Henry William Ludolf. 
| + |, Diſcourſes on the Being of a God, and the 
13 Immortality of the Soul of the Weakneſz 0 
Man ; and concerniug the way of preſerving Peace 
with Men: Being ſome of the Eſſays written in 
French by Meflicurs du Port Royal : Rendred into 
, EngliſÞ by we e hte gab Lock, * 
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